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HOUSE BI LL 2202

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kenney, Gant, Hnkle, dibborn, Curtis, Linville,
Ei ckmeyer, Newhouse, MCoy, Buri, Morrell, Kilnmer, Chase, Pettigrew,
Morris, Hudgins, Sinpson, Conway and Sant os

Read first time 02/23/2005. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnment, Agriculture & Trade.

AN ACT Rel ating to the econom c inpact of the agriculture and food
processing industries; creating new sections; and rmaking an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that Washington's
agriculture and food processing industries are diversified, productive,
and significant contributors to our state's econony. Urban and rural
comunities statewi de benefit from the direct jobs, incone, and
revenues generated by the production of commpdities and processing of
food. However, these direct inpacts do not represent the full value of
these industries to our econony. The legislature finds that an
accurate and conprehensive assessnent of the economc inpacts of
agriculture and food processing is needed to assist in the devel opnent
of good public policy and planning for the future.

(2) The departnent of agriculture shall comm ssion a conprehensive
study of the direct, indirect, and induced inpacts of agriculture and
food processing on the state's econony. The study shall consider the
mul tiplier effects of the agriculture and food industries on sectors
such as: Transportation; research and developnent; retailing;
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packagi ng; di stribution and st or age; i nput s; banki ng; I aw;
manuf acturing; tourism and other relevant industries. The study shall
i nclude data on the statew de and regional inpacts of the agriculture
and food processing industries; growh trends of specific commodities
and val ue-added products; and external events or conditions that are
affecting the econom c performance of the agriculture and food industry
overal | .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The departnent of agriculture shall use a
conpetitive process to select a contractor to conduct the study. The
departnment of agriculture shall convene an advisory conmttee to help
determ ne the scope of the study, select the contractor, and provide
i ndustry data as needed. The advisory conmttee may include, but not
be limted to, representatives of agricultural combdity conm ssions
and organizations, food industry organizations, | ocal econom c
devel opnment councils, and state agencies including the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, the enploynent security
departnent, and the departnent of revenue.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of agriculture shall submt
a report on the study findings and recommendations to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature by Decenber 1, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
year endi ng June 30, 2006, fromthe general fund to the departnent of
agriculture for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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